










Spiritual leader and humanitarian Sri 
Mata Amritanandamayi Devi (“Amma”) 
is respected throughout the world for her 

selfless love and compassion for all living species. Her 
entire life has been dedicated to alleviate the pain of 
the impoverished and those suffering physically and 
emotionally. Amma inspires, uplifts and transforms 
people from across the world through her loving 
motherly embrace, her spiritual wisdom and her 
volunteer organization, Embracing the World (in 
India, the Mata Amritanandamayi Math).
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Since the University’s inception, Amma has stressed 
the importance of research aimed at humanitarian 
ends. Amma stated, “It is Amma’s prayer that we 
develop the expansive-mindedness to embrace both 
scientific knowledge and spiritual wisdom. We can no 
longer afford to see these two streams of knowledge 
as flowing in opposite directions. In truth, they 
complement one another. If we merge these streams, 
we will find that we are able to create a mighty 
river—a river whose waters can remove suffering and 
spread life to all of humanity.” This unique approach 
to research has contributed to Amrita being ranked 
as the No. 1 Private University in India by the Central 
Government of India’s National Institutional Ranking 
Framework (2017) as well as by the Times Higher 
Educational Supplement (2016). 

Sri Mata Amritanandamayi or “Amma,” as 
she is commonly known, urged the scientific 
community to pursue their research with 
a balance of awareness and compassion, 
geared to the upliftment of the poor and 
suffering.
Amma’s address focused on the importance 
of reducing the divide between science 
and spirituality saying that it has been 
detrimental to society’s sustainable 
growth. “These two main branches of 
knowledge  rather thaan working hand in 
hand were so disoriented that practitioners 
were either labeled as modern scientists 
or representatives of religious faiths. 
Today, universities and their researchers 
are ranked mainly based on the amount of 
funding they receive, the number of papers 
they publish and their intellectual caliber, 
but along with this, we should take into 
consideration how much we have been able 
to use research to serve the lowest and 
most vulnerable strata of society. In our 
approach to sustainable development, we 
should not forget that it is by strengthening 
the people at the base of the pyramid that 
the entire edifice of society grows healthy 
and strong.”
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